Adjectives

There are two types of adjectives according to their nominative singular endings:

e The adjectives ending in -y (-y adjectives).
In the Czech grammar, they are called hard adjectives because vy is called "hard y" in Czech. For example: novy
student/obchod, nova Skola, nové kino.
e The adjectives ending in -i (-i adjectives).
In the Czech grammar, they are called soft adjectives because i is called "soft i" in Czech. For
example: moderni student/obchod, moderni Skola, moderni kino.

The Adjective Declension

The Singular Adjective Declension

Singular Gender -y adjectives (hard adjectives) -i adjectives (soft adjectives)
nominative  Ma novy moderni

Mi novy moderni

F nova moderni

N nove moderni
genitive Ma nového moderniho

Mi noveho moderniho

F nove moderni

N nového moderniho



Singular

dative

accusative

vocative

locative

instrumental

Gender

Ma
Mi
F

N

Ma
Mi

Ma

Ma

Mi

Ma

-y adjectives (hard adjectives)

novému
novému
noveé

novému

noveho
novy
novou
noveé

novy
nova

novem
novém
noveé

novém

novym
novym
novou
novym

-i adjectives (soft adjectives)

modernimu
modernimu
moderni

modernimu

moderniho
moderni
moderni
moderni

moderni
moderni

modernim
modernim
moderni

modernim

modernim
modernim
moderni

modernim



The Plural Adjective Declension

Plural Gender -y adjectives (hard adjectives) -i adjectives (soft adjectives)
nominative  Ma novi moderni
Mi nové moderni
F nové moderni
N nova moderni
genitive Ma novych modernich
Mi novych modernich
F novych modernich
N novych modernich
dative Ma novym modernim
Mi novym modernim
F novym modernim
N novym modernim
accusative Ma noveé moderni
Mi nové moderni
F noveé moderni
N nova moderni
vocative Ma novi moderni

F nové moderni



Plural Gender -y adjectives (hard adjectives) -i adjectives (soft adjectives)

locative Ma novych modernich
Mi novych modernich
F novych modernich
N novych modernich

instrumental Ma novymi modernimi (modernima)
Mi novymi modernimi (modernima)
F novymi modernimi (modernima)
N novymi modernimi (modernima)

Adjective Comparison
Regular Comparison

When comparing things, situations or people, we use comparative and superlative forms of adjectives. The comparative forms are

positive comparative (-ejsi/-&jsi, -Si, -¢i) superlative (nej- + -ejsil-&jsi, -Si, -€i)
elegantni elegantngjsi nejelegantnéjsi
levny levnéjsi nejlevnéjsi



vvvvvvvvvvvvvv

positive comparative (-ejsi/-&jsi, -Si, -¢i) superlative (nej- + -ejsil-&jsi, -Si, -€i)

moderni modernéjsi nejmoderné;si
vyrazny vyrazngjsi nejvyraznéjsi
zajimavy zajimavéjsi nejzajimavéjsi
svétly svétlejsi nejsvetlejSi
kratky kratSi nejkratsi
tmavy tmavsi nejtmavsi
drahy drazsi? nejdrazsi?
hezky hezéi? nejhez¢i?

vvvvv

example moderni — modernéjsi). The suffix -5i is often used in adjectives ending in -ty (for example tlusty — tlustsi).
2 Before the ending -i, the palatalization (= softening) of some consonants occurs (for example drahy — drazsi).

Irregular Comparison



positive

dobry P

Spatny P

velky P

maly P

vysoky P

dlouhy P

The Short Adjective rad

masculine animate

masculine inanimate

comparative

lepsi

horsi

singular

rad

rad

superlative

nejlepsi

nejhorsi

nejvetsi

nejmensi

nevyssi

nejdelSi

plural

radi [radi]

rady”



singular plural

feminine rada rady”

neuter rado rada”

" Some textbooks of Al and A2 levels use only the form radi in plural, to make it easier.
The short adjective rad - a formal addressing

Pane, mate rad kavu?
Pani, mate rada kavu?
Mate radi kavu?

The usage of the short adjective rad

The short adjective rad is used in three constructions:

e Dbytrad, for example: Jsem rad, Ze jsem doma.
e mitrad + a noun, for example: Mam rad kavu.
e rad + activity, for example: Rad plavu.

Note the change of the length in negative forms: rad x nerad, rada x nerada, radi x neradi...

The comparison of the short adjective rad

basic forms comparative superlative

rad, rada, radi radsi, radéji nejradsi, neradéji



The forms radsi and nejradsi are more often used in commonly spoken language.

Possessive Adjectives

The possessive adjectives answer the question ¢it = whose? They are used only for people or animals, and they have following
endings in nominative singular:

Name masculine animate feminine neuter Plural (simplified)
Adam Adamuyv tatinek Adamova maminka Adamovo auto Adamovi? kamaradi
P P P P
Eva Evin tatinek Evina maminka Evino auto Evini? kamaradi
P P P P

Notice the possessive adjective endings in hominative singular having majority endings:
consonant for masculine (Adamuv, Evin), -a for feminine (Adamova, Evina) and -o for neuter (Adamovo, Evino).

In some feminine nouns and names, the consonant softening occurs, for example: maminka > mamincin, Lenka > Lencin, Petra >
Petfin.

1 Note: The fact that something belongs to someone (= possessive relationship) is also expressed in Czech, less often, by the genitive
form, for example: tatinek Adama, maminka Evy = the daddy of Adam, the mum of Eve). This genitive usage is called the possessive
genitive.

2 In written or spoken standard Czech, the endings differentiating the gender are used: Adamovi studenti, Adamovy obchody,
Adamovy Skoly, Adamova kina, Evini studenti, Eviny obchody, Eviny Skoly, Evina kina.

Possessive Adjective Declension

As any other adjectives, the possessive adjectives are declined.



Singular Possessive Adjective Declension

nominative

genitive

dative

accusative

vocative

locative

M

Adamdav, Evin (student,
obchod)

Adamova, Evina (studenta,
obchodu)

Adamovu, Evinu (studentovi,
obchodu)

Ma: Adamova,
Evina (studenta)
Mi: Adamav, Evin (obchod)

Adamdav, Evin (studente)

(o) Adamovu/-&, Evinu/-
é (studentovi, obchodu)

Adamova, Evina (Skola)

Adamovy, Eviny (Skoly)

Adamoveé, Eviné (Skole)

Adamovu, Evinu (Skolu)

Adamova, Evina (Skolo)

(o) Adamoveé, Eviné (Skole)

Adamovo,
Evino (auto)

Adamova,
Evina (auta)

Adamovu,
Evinu (autu)

Adamovo,
Evino (auto)

Adamovo,
Evino (auto)

(o) Adamovu/-€,
Evinu/-é (autu)



Singular Possessive Adjective Declension

M

instrumental Adamovym,
Evinym (studentem,
obchodem)

Plural Possessive Adjective Declension

Adamovou, Evinou (Skolou)

Ma Mi F
nominative  Adamovi, Evini (studenti) Adamovy, Adamovy,
Eviny (obchody) Eviny (Skoly)
genitive Adamovych, Evinych (studentu, obchodu, Skol, aut)
dative Adamovym, Evinym (studentdm, obchodim, Skolam, autlim)
accusative  Adamovy, Eviny (studenty) Adamovy, Adamovy,
Eviny (obchody) Eviny (Skoly)

Adamovym,
Evinym (autem)

Adamova,
Evina (auta)

Adamova,
Evina (auta)
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Singular Possessive Adjective Declension

M F N
vocative Adamovi, Evini (kamaradi) Adamovy, Adamovy, Adamova,
Eviny (obchody) Eviny (Skoly) Evina (auto)
locative (o) Adamovych, Evinych (studentech, obchodech, Skolach, autech)

instrumental Adamovymi, Evinymi (studenty, obchody, Skolami, auty)

Verbal Adjectives

The passive verbal adjectives are made of the {b}passive participle{/b} which means of -n- or -t- verb form by adding the suffixes -y, -a,
-é. The passive verbal adjectives are made of both imperfective and perfective verbs.

zlepSen — zlepSen-y, zlepSen-a, zlepSen-é

vyroben — vyroben-y, vyroben-a, vyroben-e

vypit — vypit-y, vypit-a, vypit-é

pouzit — pouzit-y, pouZit-a, pouZzit-é

Attention: an — psany, davan — davany

The active verbal adjectives are made from 3rd person plural of present tense by adding the suffix -ci. They are made only from
imperfective verbs.

studovat, studuji — studujici-ci

lezet — lezi-ci

psat — pisi-ci
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Cist — Ctou-ci

pit — piji-ci

In some imperfective verbs, the adjectives of purpose are made from the -I verb form (ended with a short vowel) by adding the suffix -
ci. They express a purpose (the quality of a thing as a tool, a mean for a certain activity).

balit — balil — balici (papir, do kterého se bali = balici papir)

psat — psal — psaci (potfeby pro psani = psaci potfeby)

opakovat — opakoval — opakovaci (cvi€eni pro opakovani = opakovaci cvi¢eni)
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